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Summary  of  Statisticts  for  1947. 


Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  ... 

7,355 

Population  at  Census  (1921)  ... 

31,088 

Population  at  Census  (1931) 

... 

30,074 

Estimated  Population  for  Births  and  Death  Rates  . . . 

28,080 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (31st 

Dec.,  1947)  ... 

6,330 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  . . . 

...  ...  ... 

4.2 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1947) 

£95,873 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£331 

Number  of  Births 

756 

Nett  Birth  Rate 

...  ...  ... 

27.3 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  ... 

... 

24 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Residents 

331 

Nett  Death  Rate 

...  ...  ... 

10.8 

Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year 

39 

Of  these  there  were  Illegitimate 
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Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

... 

51.58 

Number  of  Women  dying  from  Child-birth  ... 
(Sepsis  and  other  causes) 

1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

21 

33  33  33 

Influenza 

1 

33  33  33 

Bronchitis 

25 

33  33  33 

Pneumonia 

21 

33  33  33 

Measles 

0 

33  33  33 

Circulatory  Diseases 

81 

33  33  33 

Cancer 

41 

33  33  33 

Industrial  Disease 

13 

Year 

Births 

Deaths 

1943 

688 

308 

1944 

693 

288 

1945 

636 

323 

1946 

703 

300 

1947 

756 

331 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed,  Mon. 
September,  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bcdwellty  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1947.  The  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Circular  107/47  Wales,  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


General  Information 

The  Area  of  Bedwellty  Urban  District  is  7,355  acres  and  is 
Industrial  and  Rural  in  character. 

Population. — The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  the  mid-year  1947  for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates  was 
28,080. 

Dwelling  Houses. — 251  new  houses  were- occupied  during  the  year, 
and  many  more  permanent  and  temporary  houses  were  in  course 
of  erection. 

I am  informed  that  there  is  a very  long  waiting  list  for  houses, 
and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  overcrowding  is 
prevalent  throughout  the  Area.  There  is  a large  number  of  houses 
in  the  Area,  which  through  age  and  disrepair,  are  becoming  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  should  when  conditions  are  more  favourable,  be 
considered  for  demolition. 

Three  factories  are  in  process  of  erection  and  while  they  are 
in  operation  the  position  of  the  partially  disabled  colliery  workers 
is  similar  to  that  of  previous  years.  Unable  to  find  suitable  employ- 
ment locally,  they  have  to  seek  work  elsewhere.  This  usually  entails 
travelling  long  distances,  many  being  away  from  home  12  hours  or 
more,  this  further  reducing  their  already  poor  constitution. 
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Industries  in  Area 


Elliot  Collieries,  New  Tredegar.  (Steam  Coal). 

Bargoed.  (Steam  and  House  Coal). 

Coke  Ovens  and  By-Products,  Bargoed. 

Gwaelodywain  Colliery,  Aberbargoed,  (Steam  Coal). 

Britannia  Colliery,  Pengam,  (Steam  Coal). 

Pengam  House  Coal  Colliery. 

Budds’  Colliery,  Blackwood.  (Small  House  Coal  Collier/). 

Markham  Colliery.  (Steam  Coal). 

Browns  Foundry,  Blackwood,  making  a variety  of  several  castings, 
employs  50  men. 

Prestonit  Factory,  Pengam,  Jewellery. 

Salter  and  Roberts,  Upholstery,  Blackwood. 

Blackwood  Engineering  Co.,  employs  10  men. 

West  Mon.  Omnibus  Board,  Blackwood. 

Rateable  Value. — The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Area  on  March  31st, 
1948,  was  £95,873;  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  was  £331, 
and  the  rate  for  the  financial  year  was  15/-  in  the  £. 


Births  during  1947 


January  ... 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  ... 

November 

December 


Boys 

33 

42 

33 

27 

35 

32 

31 

37 

25 

35 

25 

29 


Girls 

24 

33 
30 
41 
36 
21 
32 
36 
26 

34 

29 

30 


Total 

57 

75 

63 

68 

71 

53 
63 
73 
51 
69 

54 
59 


Totals 


384 


372 


756 


Births  registered  during  the 


year  in  the  Area  were  : — 

Males  Females 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


370  362 

14  10 


Total  ...  384 


372 
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Live  birth  rate  per  1.000  population  ...  ...  26.92 

Percentage  illegitimate  to  legitimate  ...  ...  3.28% 

Still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  0.67 


The  births  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared  : — 

1947  1946  1945  1944  1943 

756  703  636  693  668 


Birth  Rate. — The  birth  rate  at  26.92  per  1,000  population  is  the 
highest  it  has  been  for  a decade  and  is  very  much  higher  than  that 
of  England  and  Wales  or  the  County  of  Monmouth,  which  are 
20.5  and  21.3  per  thousand  population  respectively. 


The  still  birth  rate  at  0.67  per  1,000  population  is  much  better 
than  that  of  1946,  although  it  is  still  higher  than  that  of  England 
and  Wales  at  0.50  per  1,000  population  and  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, at  0.59  per  1,000  population.  There  were  no  still  births 
among  the  illegitimate  babies. 

Deaths  : The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  this  area  during  the 
year  1947  was  280. 

The  death  rate  after  correction  of  inward  and  outward  trans- 
fers was  331. 

The  death  rate  for  previous  years  may  be  compared  : — 

1947  1946  1945  1944  1943  1942 

11.78  10.7  11.5  10.15  11.1  13.40 


Monthly  Deaths  of  Males  and  Females 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

January 

20 

17 

37 

February 

24 

19 

43 

March 

25 

9 

34 

April 

18 

10 

28 

May 

19 

7 

26 

June 

15 

10 

25 

July 

17 

7 

24 

August 

12 

7 

19 

September  . . . 

12 

11 

23 

October 

14 

8 

22 

November  ... 

12 

7 

19 

December  ... 

18 

13 

31 

Totals  ... 

206 

125 

331 
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Death  Rate  ^ 

The  Death  Rate  at  11.78  per  1,000  population  is  the  highest  it 
has  been  since  1942.  Although  still  lower  than  that  of  England 
and  Wales  viz.  12  per  1,000  population  and  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth with  12.3  per  1,000  population.  This  increase  in  the  death 
rate  does  not  therefore  appear  to  be  a local  one,  as  that  of  England 
and  Wales  and  the  County  of  Monmouth  are  both  higher  than 
in  1946. 


Of  the  331  deaths  45  per  cent,  were  65  years  and  over  and 
20  per  cent,  were  over  75  years. 


Circulatory  Disease. — This  group  again  accounted  for  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  namely  102.  It  will  be  noted  from  the 
tables  that  the  majority  in  the  group  was  over  65  years  and  roughly 
one-third  was  over  75  years.  This  figure  has  been  fairly  constant 
during  the  past  five  years.  Only  one  death  occured  in  the  age 
group  0-15  years. 


Respiratory  Disease. — There  were  48  deaths  from  diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  System.  These  were  mostly  in  children  under 
1 year  and  the  later  decades  of  life.  No  deaths  occurred  between 
1-35  years. 


Tuberculosis. — There  were  21  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  16 
from  Pulmonary  and  5 Non-Pulmonary.  This  is  slightly  lower 
than  the  two  previous  years,  but  still  higher  than  that  of  1 944.  The 
notifications  for  the  year  show  a decline  on  that  of  the  previous 
two  years,  viz.  : — 

1947  1946  1945 

Non-Pulmonary.  6 13  22 

Pulmonary  ...  35  38  42 


Pasteurised  milk  (imported  from  outside  districts)  is  gradually 
replacing  untreated  milk  and  one  can  expect  a decline  in  the 
notifications  of  tuberculosis  among  the  chidren  and  young  adults 
in  the  future.  Most  of  the  farms  in  this  Urban  District  are  too  small 
to  afford  efficient  pasteurisation  plants  and  the  cowsheds  etc.  do 
not  conform  to  modern  standards.  It  would  therefore  be  beneficial 
to  producers  and  consumers  if  a central  pasteurisation  plant  were 
erected,  where  the  local  milk  could  be  heated  before  distributions. 
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Cancer. — 41  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year,  nearly 
2 as  many  as  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  has  been 
gradually  increasing  over  the  past  decade  and  a most  noticeable 
feature  is  that  this  disease  is  affecti»g  younger  people,  four  of  the 
41  deaths  being  under  45  years. 

Pneumoconiosis. — There  were  13  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  the  year,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  One  can  however 
expect  a decrease  in  the  future  owing  to  workmen  getting  out 
of  the  collieries  while  the  disease  is  in  its  early  stages  and  the 
preventive  measures  for  alleviating  the  dust  now  being  used  in  the 
mines. 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  deaths  under  one  year  were  39,  giving  an  nfantile 
mortality  rate  of  50.9  per  1,000  births  registered. 


In  1944  the  rate  was  60.6  per  1,000  births 


1945  48  6 
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1946  45  5 

1947  51  58 
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Marasmus  . . . 

...  1 

1 

1 

3 

DiarrhtEa 

0 

Measles 

0 

Prematurity 

...  5 

3 



1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

...  

— 



1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

. . . 

— 



1 

3 

— 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

. . . 

— 

1 — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Convulsions 

— 

1 



1 

2 

1 

— 

5 

Other  Causes 

...  3 

— 

1 

4 

Congen.  Debility 

...  

— 



1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Violence 

...  1 

— 



— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  ... 

...  10 

4 

2 0 

7 

11 

2 

3 

39 
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Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 /ear  during  1947 

Under  one  week 
One  week  to  two  weeks 
Two  weeks  to  three  weeks 
Three  weeks  to  four  weeks 

Total  under  1 month  ... 

One  month  to  three  months  ... 

Three  months  to  six  months  ... 

Six  months  to  nine  months 
Nine  months  to  twelve  months 

Total 

Comparison  of  Infantile  Mortality 

Bedwellty  U.D.  ...  ...  51.58  per  1,000  births 

Monmouth  County  ...  44.9  per  1,000  births 

England  and  Wales  ...  41.0  per  1,000  births 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever 

...  . . . 

. . . 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

. 

1 

Measles  ... 

Puerperal 

. 

0 

Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

Bedwellty 

0 

1.32 

1.32 

Monmouth  County 

.14 

1.02 

1.17 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still). 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  at  51.58  per  1,000  births  is  higher 
than  it  has  been  for  the  past  two  years  and  compares  unfavourably 
with  that  of  the  County  of  Monmouth  at  44.0  and  England  and 
Wales  at  41.0  per  1,000  births.  Of  the  the  39  births,  10  were  in  the 
first  week.  Some  of  these  are  inevitable,  but  others  would  stand 
a chance  of  survival  if  there  was  adequate  hospital  accomodation 
especially  for  premature  and  dibilitated  babies.  There  was  a 
marked  increase  in  deaths  from  Respiratory  diseases  e.g.  3 in  1946 
and  10  in  1947. 
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Maternal  Mortality 


The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  of  1.32  per  1,000  births  is  very 
satisfactory  and  compares  favourably  with  that  of  the  County  of 
Monmouth  at  1.17  per  1,000  births.  Again  there  were  no  deaths 
from  puerperal  sepsis  and  no  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were 
notified  during  the  the  year.  The  one  death  occured  in  hospital,  a 
woman  suffering  from  another  disease  complicating  her  pregnancy. 


Zymotic  Diseases 

259  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  with  one  death  due 
to  whooping-cough. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 66  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  with 
no  deaths.  This  disease  is  very  mild  at  present  and  most  of  the 
cases  are  kept  at  home.  Where  home  conditions  were  unsuitable 
the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria. — Four  cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths.  All 
cases  were  in  unimunised  children. 

Pneumonia.— 11  cases  were  notified  with  21  deaths.  It  is 
obvious  that  all  cases  are  not  notified  and  that  many  of  the  deaths 
are  due  to  non-notifiable  types  of  pneumonia. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.— No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
This  is  the  first  year  since  the  epidemic  of  1935-36  that  there  were 
no  cases  in  this  district. 

Measles. — 145  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  but  no 
deaths.  This  disease  was  of  a mild  type. 

Whooping  Cough. — 25  cases  were  notified  with  one  death, 
that  of  a baby. 

Poliomyelitis. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
source  of  infection  was  outside  this  district. 

Erysipelas. — 6 cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths,  the  cases 
being  treated  at  home. 


The  favourable  results  now  seen  in  the  death  rate  from 
Infectious  Diseases  are  mainly  due  to  the  modern  methods  of  treat- 
ment with  the  Sulpha  Drugs  and  Anti  Biotics. 


Hospital 

Of  the  four  deaths  at  the  hospital,  2 were  due  to  poliomyelitis 
in  cases  from  outside  area. 
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'otal 


Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  According  to  Age  Groups. 

CASES  NOTIFIED.  Age  Groups.  DEATHS.  Age  Groups. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Registration  Wards 
and  in  Quarters  During  1947 

Ward  Quarters 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and 
the  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1947  : — 
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Occupational  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 


Occupation 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male  Cases 

Miner 

6 

0 

6 

H.  M.  Forces 

1 

0 

1 

Ex-H.  M.  Forces  ... 

1 

0 

1 

School 

0 

1 

1 

Unemployed 

2 

0 

2 

Apprentice  Bricklayers  ... 

0 

1 

1 

Factory  Workers  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Clerk  

2 

0 

2 

Fruiterer  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Student 

1 

0 

1 

Transport  Driver 

1 

0 

1 

Roadman  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Female  Cases 

Factory  Worker  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Housewife 

14 

0 

14 

Shop  Assistant 

0 

0 

0 

Nurse 

1 

0 

1 

Ex-A.T.S 

1 

0 

1 

School 

1 

1 

2 

Office  Worker 

0 

2 

2 

A.T.S 

1 

0 

1 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notification  of  Tuberculosis 

Non- 


Month 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Totals 

January 

3 

1 

4 

February 

4 

— 

4 

March 

1 

— 

1 

April 

— 

2 

2 

May 

3 

1 

4 

June 

5 

1 

6 

July 

1 

0 

1 

August 

6 

1 

7 

September  ... 

3 

0 

3 

October 

4 

0 

4 

November  . . . 

2 

0 

2 

December  ... 

3 

0 

3 

Totals 

35 

6 

41 
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Sanatorium  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  1947 


Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

SANATORIUM  Admission 

Discharge 

Admission 

Discharge 

Addelina  Patti  Hospital 
Swansea 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Cefn  Mably  Hospital  ... 

10 

8 

0 

0 

Gian  Ely  Hospital 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Sully  Hospital  ... 

2 

5 

0 

1 

North  Wales  Sanatorium 

0 

2 

0 

0 

South  Wales  Sanatarium 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Memorial  Annexe,  Chep. 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Energlyn  Isolation  Hosp. 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Gelligaer  Isol.  Hospital 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Mardy  Hospital 

1 

0 

0 

0 

City  Lodge,  Cardiff  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

County  Infirmary, 

Tredegar 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

26 

26 

3 

2 
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HOSPITAL  PROVISION 


(a)  Fever. — There  is  accommodation  for  36  patients  at  the 
Councils’  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Coedymoeth  Common,  Markham. 
The  list  of  the  staff  will  be  found  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Report. 


r** 

TT 

o-> 


c 

#aj 

*5 

ra 

a. 

ra 

QJ 

k_ 

< 

£ 

0) 

* 

i 

CO 


bo 

.£  j: 
O,b0 

S 3 

2 o 
£ O 


• <n 

.2:-s 

"o 

* e 


<L)  U-i 
r?  QJ 

s| 


nl 

•c 

s 

•5 

-C 

O. 


CO  CM  t}«  CO  CO  CM  — ■ < 


>-i  CM  CO  CO  — — i > 


I I I I-  I I I 


i r 1 1 1 1 1 


1 1 


i-  i 1 1 1 


i i 


aj 

; OJDT3 
! <D  <D 
— O 


Jt)  o S-  r;  ^ -CI'm 
o qj  be  o 6 ° 

.*^§s3Ml2. 

CL,  2 < (X,  U S P5  < K 


16 


Outside  Area  Patients 
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Totals 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  each  year  to  the  Isolating 
Hospital  during  the  last  six  years,  were  as  follows  : — 


1942  ... 

134  patients 

4 deaths 

1943  ... 

110  „ 

9 „ 

1944  ... 

59  „ 

6 „ 

1945 

70  „ 

7 „ 

1946  ... 

... 

78  „ 

8 „ 

1947  ... 

... 

78  „ 

4 „ 

The  four  deaths  from  outside  areas  were  : — 

1 from  Nantyglo  & Blaina  U.  D.  C. 

2 from  Abertillery  U.  D.  C. 

1 from  St.  Mellons  R.  D.  G. 


(b)  General. — The  only  General  Hospital  in  the  area  is  the 
Powell  Duffryns  Co’s  Workmens  Hospital,  Aberbargoed  and  this 
institution  is  confined  practically  to  workmen  and  their  dependants. 
Facilities  are  provided  for  surgical  operations  and  X Ray. 

( c ) Maternity. — Accommodation  is  available  at  the  County 
Infirmary,  Tredegar,  and  Llanfrechra  Grange  and  Lydia  Beynon 
Maternity  Home.  These  institutions  are  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council. 

(d)  Hospitals  for  Children. — There  are  no  hospital  beds  for 
children  in  the  area.  There  is  no  provision  made  for  unmarried 
mothers  or  illegitimate  children. 

( e ) Tuberculosis. — Cases  are  cared  for  by  the  King  Edward  vn 
Memorial  Association. 

(/)  Small  Pox. — In  the  event  of  this  disease  occurring,  facilities 
have  been  made  by  the  County  Council. 

Midwives 

Midwives  are  supervised  and  controlled  by  the  Monmouthshirs 
County  Council.  There  are  12  Midwives  in  the  area. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  Council  contributes  a sum  of  money  each  year  to  the 
Nursing  Associations  established  in  the  area.  There  are  district 
nurses  in  each  Ward,  fully  qualified,  and  carry  out  home  nursing 
in  an  efficient  manner. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Treatment  Centres 

(a)  Veneral  Diseases. — Patients  attend  clinics  at  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital  and  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary. 
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| ( b ) Tuberculosis  Clinics. — Patients  Living  in  the  Rhymney 

Valley  attend  at  Caerphilly  and  patients  in  Sirhowy  Valley  at 
Pontllanfraith. 


(c)  Ante  Natal  Clinics. — 

(1)  New  Tredegar:  Wesleyan  Schoolroom. 

(2)  Pengam  : Vine  House. 

(3)  Aberbargoed  : Methodist  Chapel  Schoolroom. 

(4)  Blackwood  : Church  Hall. 

(5)  Markham  :46  Abernant  Road. 

( d ) School  Clinics. — 

Vine  House,  Pengam  : Teeth  and  Vision  and  Orthopsedic. 
The  Ante-Natal  and  School  Clinics  are  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

Infectious  diseases. — Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  and  from 
the  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Council’s  “Austin”  Motor  Ambulance. 
The  ambulance  has  also  been  used  for  conveying  patients  for 
Abertillery,  Blaenavon,  Crickhowell,  Pontypool,  Mynyddislwyn  and 
other  areas.  The  ambulance  is  garaged  at  the  Hospital. 

Number  of  trips  ...  ...  ...  102 

Accident  and  Maternity  Cases. — The  Council  have  two  motor 
ambulances  : (1)  Austin  (2)  Albion.  No.  2 is  being  used  a second 
emergency  ambulance.  The  County  Council  have  also  loaned 
an  ambulance  to  the  Council,  and  it  has  proved  most  useful  when 
the  other  ambulances  have  been  in  for  repairs. 

Ambulance  Boxes 

Ambulance  boxes  have  been  provided  by  the  Council  in  every 
Ward  throughout  the  area. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  maintain  these  boxes. 

Schools 

All  schools  in  the  area  are  visited  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Inspector.  The  Rodent"  Officer  also  calls  at  the  schools  and  when 
necessary  (on  the  instructions  of  the  County  Architect,  Mr.  Colin 
Jones)  baits  the  premises.  Four  schools  and  canteens  were  attended 
to  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

This  work  is  carried  out,  free  of  charge,  by  the  County 
Pathologist  (Dr.  W.  Panes)  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Newport. 
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Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  Swimming  Pools  in  the  area, 
being  at  Pontllanfraith  and  Bargoed. 


the  two  nearest 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  in  the  area  is  of  good  quality.  Samples  are 
regularly  taken  and  the  results  show  that  the  supplies  are  not 
contaminated  in  any  way. 


Pithead  Baths  and  Canteens 

As  stated  in  my  previous  Report  there  are  five  Canteens  in 
the  area,  and  three  Pithead  Baths,  The  Canteens  are  visited  by 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Health  Department  and  reports  are 
satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

As  stated  in  my  previous  Report,  practically  the  whole  of  the 
district  is  provided  with  stoneware  subsidary  sewers  which  are 
connected  to  trunk  sewers  which  have  sea  outfall.  The  only 
portion  of  the  area  not  sewered  is  Manmoel. 

The  Council  are  a constituent  member  of  the  Western  Valley 
Sev/erage  Board  and  the  Rhymney  Valley  Sewerage  Board. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

A large  amount  of  pollution  is  taking  place  in  both  valleys,  by 
washings  from  collieries.  The  banks  of  the  rivers  throughout  the 
area  are  baited  regularly  by  the  Rodent  Officer  in  conjunction  with 
Rodent  Officers  of  adjoining  Local  Authorities. 

Closet  Accomodation 

The  water  carriage  system  is  almost  universal  throughout  the 

area. 


Public  Cleaning  and  Scavenging 

The  scavenging,  daily  collection,  is  carried  out  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  T.  Jones). 

Rainfall 

I am  obliged  to  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  T.  J.  Jones)  for  the  following 
particulars  : the  rainfall  during  1947  was  51.05  inches  as  compared 
with  65.19  inches  in  1946.  The  wettest  month  was  March  with 
11.10  inches  and  the  driest  month  was  August  with  1.33  inches 
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Ambulance  cases  conveyed  to  and  from  each  ward 


No.  of  Cases 


No.  of  Cases 


New  Tredegar 

213 

Markham  ... 

38 

Aberbargoed 

336 

Argoed 

32 

Pengam 

211 

Hollybush  . . . 

17 

Cefn  Fforest 

108 

Other  cases 

1 

Blackwood  ... 

107 

Total 

...  1,063 
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Mortuary  and  Post-Mortem  Room  H 

The  Mortuary  and  Post-Mortem  Room,  which  is  under  the  . 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  used  quite  a lot 
during  the  year.  It  has  proved  to  be  a useful  and  necessary 
institution.  The  lining  of  the  walls  with  the  glazed  brickwork  and 
new  lighting  system  is  a great  improvement. 


Camping  Sites 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area. 


Shops 

The  shops  in  the  area  are  of  a fairly  high  standard  and  the 
owners  and  occupiers  are  generally  ready  to  comply  with  any 
request  for  the  promotion  of  hygiene. 

During  the  year  82  visits  were  made  by  the  Staff. 


Summary  Proceedings 

Summary  proceedings  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and 
Regulations  were  instituted  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  through 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I again  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  interest  shown  in  matters  affecting 
Public  Health  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  generous 
co-operation  and  support  of  the  whole  of  the  Public  Health  Staff 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

S.  R.  MACMILLAN, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Aberbargoed, 

Bargoed,  Glam. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen. — 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  ANNUAL  REPORT, 
on  the  work  done  in  the  Department,  for  the  year  ending  31st. 
December,  1947 


Notices  Served 


(a)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  92  and  93  (abatement  of 
nuisances). 

Intimation  Notices  ...  ...  256 

Abatement  Notices  ...  ...  83 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  83,  (Cleansing  of  premises). 

No.  of  Notices  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  138  and  Water  Act,  1945 
(Provision  of  sufficient  water  supply) 

No.  of  Notices  ...  ...  14 
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Housing  Act  1936 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  above  Act  was  250.  During  the  Inspections,  cases  of  over- 
crowding were  discovered. 


Council  House 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  cleanliness, 

state  of  gardens  etc.  ...  ...  ...  253 

Prospective  tenants  visited  and  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  Accountant  ...  ...  99 

No.  of  transfers  inspected  ...  ...  ...  24 

Empty  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  19 


Rent  and  Mortgages  Interest  Restriction  Act 

Five  certificates  were  granted  under  the  above  Act. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  21  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  an  inspection 
was  made  of  all  cases  regarding  the  accommodation  etc.  also 
particulars  of  the  patient  and  family.  Records  are  also  kept  of 
admissions  and  discharges  from  Sanatoria. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  ...  ...  ...  259 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ...  24 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  61 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  and  the  houses  and  home  surroundings  of  the  patient 
are  examined  and  if  the  houses  require  repairs,  notices  are  served 
on  the  owner  immediately.  If  the  home  conditions  were  prejudicial 
to  Public  Health,  or  where  home  circumstances  were  difficult, 
Scarlet  Fever  patients  were  removed  to  your  Isolation  Hospital, 
otherwise  such  cases  were  not  encouraged  to  go  to  Hospital. 
Members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  and  Armed  Forces  were  inter- 
viewed when  Small  Pox  Contacts. 
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Isolation  Hospital  JQ 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Coedymaeth  Common  was  in 
constant  use  throughout  the  year,  with  patients  from  the  Bedwellty 
Area,  also  patients  from  adjoining  areas. 

Number  of  patients  from  Bedwellty  Area  ...  24 

Number  of  patients  from  other  authorities  ...  54 

Total  78 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  only  Common  Lodging  House  is  Bowen’s  Workmens 
Home,  High  Street,  Blackwood,  was  visited  six  times  during  the 
year.  This  place  is  not  used  to  its  full  capacity.  Notice  was  served 
on  its  owner  occupier  to  cleanse  the  whole  place. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Milk  and  Daries  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

Milk  and  Daries  Order,  1926. 

Number  of  cowsheds  on  register 
Number  of  retail  purveyors  on  register 
Inspections  of  cowsheds 
Inspections  of  milkshops 
Notices  to  limewash 
Notices  complied  with  ... 

Milk  Samples 

24  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  for  the  detection  of  tuberculosis.  10 
samples  were  not  up  to  standard  and  the  vendors  attention 
was  immediately  called  to  its  unsatisfactory  condition.  In  cases 
where  samples  were  unsatisfactory  further  samples  were  taken 
from  the  same  vendors  and  the  results  showed  an  improvement. 


31 

61 

41 

27 

3 

3 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 

All  places  where  ice  cream  was  manufactured,  or  sold,  were 
inspected  and  advice  given  when  necessary.  It  was  not  possible 
to  take  samples  of  ice  cream  for  laboratory  examination,  because 
they  did  not  have  the  necessary  special  equipment  in  the  County 
Laboratory.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  this 
equipment. 
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I Number  of  places  where  ice  cream  is  made  and  sold  ...  20 

* Some  of  these  places  are  used  for  the  sale  of  prepared  and 
packed  ice  cream. 


Factories  Act,  1937 

Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as 

to  health. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

25 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

29 

Total 

54 

There  are  no  outworkers  employed  in  the  Area 


Water  Supplies 

14  Notices  were  served  on  owners  of  house  property  to  provide 
an  adequate  water  supply  to  their  property. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  number  immunised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Dr.  S.  R.  Macmillan)  and  the  staff  during  the  year  was  27. 

Number  immunised  by  the  County  Council  Staff,  400. 

Number  immunised  in  the  Bedwellty  Area  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Immunisation  Campaign,  747. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

During  the  year,  all  Council  sewers,  refuse  dumps  and  depots 
were  treated,  and  work  undertaken  on  private  property  under  my 
supervision,  by  Mr.  S.  Parker  (Rodent  Operator). 

In  cases  where  treatment  was  undertaken  on  private  property, 
charges  were  made',  and  the  Accountant  has  submitted  accounts 
for  same.  Favourable  reports  have  been  received  from  occupiers  of 
private  properties  of  the  efficiency  of  our  methods  of  treatment. 
The  Pengam  Tip  was  treated  for  crickets. 

I again  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  R.  Davies,  Regional 
Rodent  Control  Officer,  and  Mr.  J.  Cunningham  (Infestation 
Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  for  their  co-opera- 
tion and  advice. 
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Cinemas 


The  six  cinemas  in  the  Area  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
New  sanitary  conveniences  were  erected  in  one  of  the  Blackwood 
cinemas.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Police  for  their  kind  and  close 
co-operation  with  the  Department  in  the  supervision  of  these  places. 


Public  Health — Meat  Regulations 

The  meat  for  this  Area  is  slaughtered  at  : — 

(a)  Maesycwmmer  Slaughterhouse; 

(b)  Tredegar  Slaughterhouse. 

There  are  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  at  both 
Slaughterhouses  to  inspect  the  meat. 

Number  of  notices  received  of  intended  slaughter  : — 

From  cottagers  and  farmers  (pig  killing)  ...  125 

The  Food  Executive  Officer  (Mr.  W.  H.  Powell)  granted 
licences  to  farmers  and  cottagers  exempting  them  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Livestock  (Registration  of  Slaughtering)  Order. 


Inspection  of  Meat 

The  following  articles  were 
consumption  : — 

109  Packets  of  pudding  mixture. 
45  tbs  of  ham. 

114J  tbs  of  butter. 

910  lb  of  beef 
1 pot  of  paste. 

20  lbs  of  bread. 

6 tbs  of  tongue. 

12  tins  of  meat  roll. 

1 139  tins  of  other  foods. 

15  lbs  of  tea. 

1J  lbs  sugar. 

Approximate  weight- 


and  Other  Foods 

condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

30  packets  of  flakes. 

19^  lbs  of  cheese. 

28  lbs  of  dates. 

69  tbs  of  bacon. 

49  lbs  of  Jam. 

9 packets  of  mustard. 

91  lbs  of  prunes. 

36  lbs.  of  brisket  beef. 

220  lbs  of  fruit. 

92  lbs  of  spaghetti. 

378  lbs  of  fish. 

— lton.  9cwt.,  551bs 


Public  Mortuary  ond  Post  Mortem  Room 

No.  of  autopsies  conducted  during  the  year  ...  27 

These  premises  are  under  my  supervision. 
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I Shops  Acts,  1912-36 

Year  ended  December  31st.  1947. 

Number  of  Shops  and  Shop  Assistants  in  the  Bcdwellty  Urban 
District. 


Shop  Assistants 
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New  Tredegar 

71 

48 

— 

— 

119 

38 

75 

113 

Aberbargoed 

31 

8 

1 

— 

40 

40 

8 

48 

Pengam  & Fleur-de-Lis  ... 

33 

8 

1 

— 

42 

43 

12 

55 

Cefn  Fforest 

10 

15 

— 

— 

25 

13 

4 

17 

Blackwood 

115 

18 

4 

5 

142 

274 

135 

409 

Argoed 

9 

3 

4 

— 

16 

4 

— 

10 

Markham 

8 

— 

3 

— 

11 

8 

— 

15 

Holly  Bush 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

3 

Total 

280 

102 

13 

5 

400 

422 

234 

670 

Number  of  Food  Shops  dealing  in  rationed  goods  as  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 
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Fish  Friers 

Catering 
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ITotal 

New  Tredegar 

36 

6 

4 

16 

6 

3 

71 

Aberbargoed 

18 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

31 

Pengam 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Fluer-de-Lis 

14 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

23 

Cefn  Fforest  ... 

14 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

22 

Blackwood 

33 

5 

8 

6 

5 

9 

66 

Argoed 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Markham 

6 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

10 

Holly  Bush 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Totals 

... 

138 

17 

20 

35 

20 

17 

247 
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Requisitioned  Properties  I 

Below  is  list  of  properties  used  by  persons  who  are  improperly 
housed  : — 

1.  Tredegar  Chambers,  Blackwood. 

2.  Tredegar  Arms  Hotel,  Fleur-de-Lis. 

3.  24  Commercial  Street,  Aberbargoed. 

4.  Lloyds  Bank,  New  Tredegar. 

5.  43  Commercial  Street,  Aberbargoed. 


Police  Court  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  25  owners  of  properties  to 
comply  with  Statutory  Notices  for  repairs.  Orders  were  made 
in  a few  cases,  but  the  majority  of  cases  were  adjourned  to  give  the 
owners  time  to  comply.  Some  materials  were  still  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  many  of  the  owners  took  advantage  of  this  position. 

I should  again  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Council  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

DAN  POWELL. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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